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Linking P3 Database with Access Database or Excel

1 INTRODUCTION

This document describes how to link a P3 (or SureTrak Concentric P3) database with and an

Access database or Excel on a Windows 98 machine running Office 2000.

Please send any comments to the author Paul E Harris email harrispe@eh.com.au.

2 SUMMARY

There are four main processes to completed to establish a link between a P3 and an Access

database or Excel spreadsheet:

1. Load the “Pervasive ODBC” Drivers.

2. Create the P3 DDF files using the Tools, Update Data Dictionary... command from
P3 when the required schedule is open. This link may also be made from Access.

3. Add the P3 data source in Windows using the Start, Settings, Control Panel. ODBC
Data Sources (32bit) command and adding a source.

4. Link to the P3 database using the Access command File, Get External Data, Link
Tables... command or to Excel using the Data, Get external data, New database
query... command.
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3 LOAD THE “PERVASIVE ODBC” DRIVERS

P3 uses a Btrieve database. Persuasive OBDC drivers need to be loaded to enable a link to

be made from a P3 Brtieve database to an Access database.

These drivers may be downloaded on the Internet from a number of sources. Primavera Tech

support has these available on their web pages. The Tech support web page using Netscape,

1s shown below:

irectory of /pub/0DBC - Netscape
File Edit

Wiew Go Communicator Help

—[of]|

=

J'Bookmarks \,{‘ Location:Iftp:a’a’uk.|3rima\:'ela.com;"|:uul:u’ElDE!C.n'l

j @v\r\-’hat's Fielated m

-

Back Fonward,  Feload Home Search  Metscape

Print

v » A &4 2 W F &

Security

Shop

A 4
L !

Shop

é%lnstant Message WiebMail Contact People Download Find Sites RealPlayer

Current directory is /pub/ODBC

Up to higher lewel directory
: CODEBC3ZVE . DOC
% ocdazvzos.exe

4]

|Document: Done

& =b=|

Tue Aug 12 €
Mon Jun 08 €

The odbc32v204.exe is a self-extracting

file it should be executed in a temporary

subdirectory:

Name | Size | Type | Modified
D : e 2.553KB  Application 1611401 22:33
0dbe32v2 doc TIKE  Microzoft Word Document  16/11/01 22:24
od bc =] instazien_ 313KB  Ex_Fie 18401497 11:04
[ S E_isde\.exe 8KE  Application 07/09/95 19:22
_igrea dil 89KE  Application Extension 20/01/97 14:37
0d32v204.exe _zetup.dl EKE  Application Extension 1912/96 16:03
Application [#]_setup.lib 185KE LI File 2403495 1419
Modified: Datal KB 1 Fie 24/03/98 14:19
16/11/01 22:33 Data.2 1.393KB 2 File 24/03/38 14:19
Size: 2 553KE Data3 S00KE 3 File 24/03/38 1419
T Disk1.id 1KB IO File 03/02/38 17:37
Disk2.id 1KB IO File 03/02/38 1737
Disk3.id 1KB 1D File 03/02/98 17:37
Readme: tst 17KE  Text Document 23/03/9813:07
g Setup.exe 45KB  Application 18/01/97 10:53
C‘B Setup.ing 17KE  Intemet Communication 5. 24/03/98 14:18
Setup.pkg 2KB  PKG File 24/03/98 14:19
"ﬁ Uninst.gxe 293KE  Application 1801297 10:40

The set-up file run and the drivers installed.

Restart the machine.
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4 CREATE THE P3 DDF FILES

There are three files required to create a link between a P3 database and Access database:

> Index.ddf
> File.ddf and
> Field.ddf.

These three files are not backed up when the P3 backup function is used to backup and

compress a P3 database.

To create these files:
» Open the required P3 schedule
» Select Tools, Update Data Dictionary... to open the Update Data Dictionary form

Update Data Dictionary Ed I

|Jpdate dictionary and selected data:
W Activity codes
¥ Custom data jtems

P3 data fields
™ Marmal

ﬁpdateNowI Cancel | Help |

> Select as above and this will ensure that all data is available to the Access database
» Click on to create the files, which will reside in the same directory as the P3

database.

_Mame | Sizel Tupe | Modified
B [#] Field.ddf 77KE  DDF Flle 16/11/01 2244
] File ddf 13KE  DDF Flle 16/11/01 21:33
: ] Indiex. dof 20KE  DDF File 16/11/01 22:44

junk _
_ [4]Joozaczp3 5KE P3File 16/11/01 11:07
4] JoaZace.p3 KE P3Fie 16/11/01 11:08
Select an item to view its Edoo2act.p3 EKE  P3File 16411/01 1106
deseription. 4] Joa2aud p3 12KB P3File 1611701 11:05
] Joozzal p3 13KE 3 File 16/11/01 11:08
] Jaozdin p3 8KE  F3File 16/11/01 11:07
4] Joa2dst p3 1KE P3File 16/11/01 11:08
4] JoaZhal p3 KE P3Fie 16411401 11:08
4] Joa2Zitm p3 10KE  P3 File 16/11/01 11:06
[a] Jao2lap.p3 IKE F3Fie 16/11/01 11:08
] Joozlog p3 6KE  P3File 16/11/01 11:06
4] Joo2plt 53 80KE P73 File 16/11/01 11:08
4] Joa2ppa pl BKE  P3File 16411401 11:08
4] Jao2rel g3 4KE P3File 16/11/01 11:06
[a] Jaozrep.p3 148KE  P3File 16/11/01 11:08
] Joozres.p3 8KE  F3File 16/11/01 11:06
4] Joo2rb.p3 BKE  P3File 16/11/01 11:08
4] JoaZeprp3 BKE  P3File 16411401 11:08
4] Joo2str.p3 4KE P3File 16/11/01 11:06
] Jazst p3 7KE F3File 16/11/01 11:08
[a] Jaoztim.p3 11KE P3File 16/11/01 11:06
5
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S ADD THE P3 DATA SOURCE IN WINDOWS.
In Windows using the Start, Settings, Control Panel, ODBC Data Sources (32bit)

command open the ODBC Data Source Administrator:

£10DBC Data Source Administrator

User DS | System DSH I File DSM I Driversl Tracingl Connection F'Dolingl About I

User Data Sources:

MS Access Databaze
Vizual FoxPro Database

Yizual FosPro Tables

Mame | Cirivver | Add...
dBASE Files ticrozoft dBaze Driver [*.dbf]

dB asze Files - Ward Microzoft dBaze WFP Driver [*.dbf] Remave |
Excel Files Microzoft Excel Driver [* uls)

ForPro Files - Wword ticrozoft FoxPro VFP Driver [¢.dbf] Configure. .. |
OIS SOL Server

M5 Access 97 Databaze  Microsoft Access Driver [F.mdb]

icrosoft docess Driver [7.mdb)
ticrozoft Visual FoxFro Driver
ticrozoft Visual FoxFro Driver

the indicated
and can anly

An ODEC User data source stores infarmation about how to connect to

data provider. A Usger data source iz only vizsible to pou,
be uszed on the curment machine.

o ]

Cancel | Lpply | Help

2]

» Click on the icon and scroll down and click on the Pervasive line

Create New Data Source

[

Select a driver for which pou want bo set up a data source.

sl

Marne

Microzoft ODBC for Oracle
icrozoft Paradox Driver (*.db )
icrogzoft Parados-Treiber [*.db |
Micrazoft Text Driver [* tat: *.cav]
Microzoft Test-Treiber [*.tat; *.cav]
Microsoft Wisual FoxPro Driver
ticrozoft Yisual FosPro-Treiber
Pery oftware ODBLC-32
SOL Server

KN —

bl P T e A e e B

-

Cancel

< Back I Firizh I
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Linking P3 Database with Access Database or Excel

» Click on the icon, the Pervasive Software ODBC Interface for Windows

form will be displayed.

Pervasive Software ODBC Interface for Windows I

Diescription: IF'ewasive Software ODBC Interface Cancel |

Help
Specify the database to login to. Y'ou can specify the name or —I
the directory, but not both.

Befresh DB Mames | DDE Directary

Datahase Mame [tk Brawse... |

D atabase Directany

|C:\_Data Browse... |

Securty

Data Source:

Username: I

Pagsword: I

Qwner Names: I

[~ DEMABMSI Canwersion LU_Elin d
[~ Scalable SOL Nulls St
[ Scalable SOL 4 Mode LI

[~ Accessilet Compatibility

[rate Format; Irndy 'l

YV VY

the data source will be displayed.

€ 0DDBC Data Source Administrator

Usger Data Sources:

71x]|

User DSN | System DSM | File DSN | Drivers | Tracing | Connection Pacling | &baut |

MHame | Diriver | Add..
dBASE Files Microzoft dBaze Driver [*.dbf)

dB ase Files - Word Microzoft dBase VFP Driver (= dbf)

Excel Files Microzaft Excel Driver [*.xlz)

FauPra Files - Word Microzaft FosPro WFP Driver [* dbf) Configure...
Mals SAL Server ;I
M5 Access 97 Database Microsoft Access Driver [*.mdb)

M5 Access Databasze Microsoft Access Driver [*.mdb)

P32 to Access demanstration. Pervasive Software ODEC-32

Wizual FoxPro Database Microzoft Visual ForPro Driver

Wizual FoxPro Tables Microzoft Visual ForPro Driver

An ODBC User data source stares information about haw ta connect ta
the indicated data provider. A User data zource iz only visible to you,
and can only be used on the current machine.

Ok, | Cancel Sl Help

» Click on to edit the data source.

Give the Data Source a name P3 to Access demonstration is used above
Select the directory for the P3 database under DDE Directory
Select the directory for the Access database under Database Directory

Click on @ and you will be returned to the ODBC Data Source Administrator,
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6 LINK TO THE P3 DATABASE IN ACCESS

To link your access database to the P3 database:
» Open your Access Database
» Select File, Get External Data, Link Tables..., this will open the Link form:

Link J B3
Look in: ID jurk j - | @ X - Tools ~
8] dbz.mdb
File name: I j & Link I
Files of type: IMicrostt Access (*.mdb;* adp;* mdw;* mda;* mde; *‘aE Cancel |

JBASE 111 (*.obf)
dBASE IV (*.dbf)

dBASE S (*,dbf

» Select OCBC Databases () from the dropdown list
» The Select database form will open, select the Machine Data Source Tab
» Select the data source created earlier:

Select Data Source ﬂm

File Data Source  Machine Data Source |

Data Source Name | Type | Description :I
FouPra Files - Word Uszer

LaocalServer System

MaIs zer SOL Server

M5 Access 37 Database Uzer

MS Access Database Uzer

Fi to Access demonstration SIS Pervasive Software ODBC Interface

\r"isal Fo=Pro Databaze zer
Wizual FoxPro Tables Uzer -
| | B

MNew...

A Machine D ata Source is specific to this machine, and cannot be shared.
"Uszer" data sources are specific to a uzer on thiz machine, "System' data
zources can be weed by all users on thiz machine, or by a system-wide service.

kK I Cancel Help
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» The P3 database is then read, this may take some time with large schedules, then the
Link Tables form will open

» Select the tables you wish to work with and click on

Link Tables EE

Tables |

TREACC ok I
JUMEACT

JUNKALT Cancel |
JUNKDTL

JUNKLOG

JUMEREL

JUNKRES
JUMERIT Select Al |
JUMKRLE
JUMKSTR, Deselect Al |

JUNKWES

™ Save password

» The files will be displayed in the Access database window, JUNK.P3 was linked in
the example below:

g db1 : Database |0 =]
Qpen Iggesign -’ﬂguew ‘ X

Obiects P1]  Create table in Design view @ JUNKWES

Create table by using wizard

n = o
SO s

Create table by entering data
JUMEACC
JUMEACT
JUMEALT
JUMKDTL

Pages

Macros

JUMKREL
Modules TUMKRES
JUMKRIT
JUMKRLE
JUMKSTR.
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7 LINK TO THE P3 DATABASE IN EXCEL

To link your Excel database to the P3 database:

» Open your Excel spreadsheet

» Select Data, Get external data, New database query... to open the Choose Data

Source form:

Choosge Data Source

Databases | Queriesl OLAP I:ul:uesl

<Mew Data Sourc
dBaze Files - Word
dBASE Files®
ECDCMuzic®
EROC Demo®
Eucel Files™
FouPro Files - Word®
GL*

LocalServer

(X Imllnt]

@l ¥ Use the Quemn ‘Wizard to create/edit queries

]4
Cancel
Browsze. .
Options. ..

Welete

AU,

» Select the database source you have created.
» The Choose Data Source form will appear.

Choosze Data Source

Databazes | Elueriesl aLaP Eul:uesl

LIIC

:dBas

Word®
dBASE Files®
ECDChuszic®
EROC Demo®
Eucel Files™
ForPro Files - Wword®
GEL*

LocalServer

@l ¥ Use the Quemn ‘Wizard to create/edit queries

k.
Cancel
Browse. ..

Options...

U],

WEelete

» Select the required query.

10
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» The Queery Wizard — Choose Columns form will open.

Query Wizard - Choose Columns

What columns of data do pou want to include in your queny?

Awailable tables and columns: LColumns in pour querny:

AAT3ACT
AAT3AIT
AAT3IDIR
AAT3DTL
AATIHOL
A2131 NG

Preview of data in selected column:

i

| |

o |
A|/\ e

HEEEBEE

@l EreviewNowl Optionz. .. |

% Back |

= | Cancel I

» Select the Tables and/or fields in the tables you require.

Query Wizard - Choose Columns
What columns of data do pou want to include in your queny?
Awailable tables and columns: LColumns in pour querny:
Undefinsd3s Al ] [Aetd |
LS ActivityTitle j
< ES
— |EF
ESHour e i
LSHour
EFHaur
| FHAur LI
Preview of data in selected column:
@l Ereview Now Optionz. .. % Back Mest » Cancel

» Click Next to open the Querry Wizard — Filter Data where you my choose to filter

your data.

Query Wizard - Filter Data I
Filter the data ta specify which rows ta include in vaur queny.
If you don't want to filter the data, click Mext.
LColumn ta fiker: Only include rows where:
At d
ActivityTitle I j I j
ES
EF 1 ind 5],
1 Ed] 500y
L i
@I < Back I Mest > I Cancel |

11
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» Click Next to open the Querry Wizard — Sort Order to choose how to sort your
data:

Query Wizard - Sort Order I

Specify how pou want your data sorted.
I you don't want ta sort the data, click Mexst.

Sort by =
) Descending
Titen by
I j 1 Lscending
) Descending
Tihen by
I j ) Eseending
) Descending |
@I < Back I Mest » I Cancel |

» Click Next to open the Querry Wizard — Finish form to choose how to sort your
data:

Query Wizard - Finish | X|

—what would you like to do ne=t?

Save Queny... |

 Wiew data or edit query in Microsoft Duemy

" Create an OLAP Cube from thiz query

@I < Back I Finizh I Cancel |

» Select Return Data to Microsoft Excel and click Next to open the Returning
External Data to Microsoft Excel form to return your data:

Returning External Data to Microsoft Excel I

‘Where do wou want to put the data? QK

% Existing worksheet:
Cancel

X

™ Mew workshest PHIPETEES: oo

&~ PivotTable report Parameters...,

M

12
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> The data will be returned to Excel.

A | B Cc | D

1 |Actld ActivityTitle ES EF

2 |02PEGO31  Ring 31 28/02/02 2802102
3 |02PBGO31X  Ring 31 28/02/02 280202
4 |02PBGO32  Ring 32 28/02/02 28/02/02
& |02PBGO3ZX  Ring 32 28/02/02 2B/02/02
B |[04PBGO33  Ring 38 01/03/02 130302
7 |04PBGO3AX  Ring 38 01/03/02 130302
8 |[04PEGO33  Ring 39 01/03/02 130302
9 |04PEGO3%X Ring 39 01/03/02 130302
10 [04PBGO40  Ring 40 01/03/02 120302

8 PRACTICALADVICE ON USING ODBC

The Btrieve files must be loaded on a computer before this function will work. Loading the
Pervasive drivers alone will not allow the linking of files. Loading P3 or SureTrak onto a

computer will load the required files.

When importing into P3 or SureTrak you must be aware of your Autocost rules as they may

change your imported data when you import.

A permanent link between files is not a good idea as schedules spend a significant amount of
time in the update status where the data is not in effect correct. The scheduler must be

allowed to nominate when the data is exported or exported.
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